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lowing three articles and an additional one dealing with
ratifications:
"Article I. His Highness the Sultan, on the one part, de-
clares that he is firmly resolved to maintain for the future
the principle invariably established as the ancient rule of the
Empire, and in virtue of which it has at all times been pro-
hibited for the Ships of War of Foreign Powers to enter the
Straits of the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus; and that so
long as the Porte is at peace, His Highness will admit no
Foreign Ship of War into the said Straits.
"And their Majesties the Queen of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of Austria, King of
Hungary and Bohemia, the King of the French, the King of
Prussia, and the Emperor of all the Russias, on the other part,
engage to respect this determination of the Sultan and to
conform themselves to the principle above declared.
"Article II. It is understood that in recording the inviolability
of the ancient rule of the Ottoman Empire mentioned in the
preceding Article, the Sultan reserves to himself, as in past
times, to deliver Firmans of passage for light Vessels under
Flag of War, which shall be employed as is usual in the service
of the Missions of Foreign Powers.
"Article III. His Highness, the Sultan, reserves to himself
to communicate the present Convention to all the Powers
with whom the Sublime Porte is in relations of friendship, in-
viting them to accede thereto."
This Convention, reaffirmed in its essentials in the Treaty
of Paris in 1856, and again in the Conference of London
in 1871, was the fundamental document in the international
law of the Straits down to the war of 1914. The signifi-
cant phrase is short and clear: "So long as the Porte is at
peace, His Highness will admit no Foreign Ships of War
into the said Straits/'

